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Graduation Requirements
Standard diploma:
o 4 English
o 4 Math – must include Algebra 1 & Geometry
o 3 science – must include Biology
o 3 History – must include World, US & 

Government/Economy
o 1 HOPE
o 1 performing/fine art or Academy class
o 8 Electives

Other:
o Passing score on Fast 

o Or concordant score on SAT, 
ACT, or CLT

o Passing score on Algebra 1 
EOC or geometry EOC
o Or concordant score on SAT, 

ACT, PSAT, or CLT

o Minimum of 2.0 unweighted GPA



Grade placement

To become a sophomore:

o 5 credits
Junior:

o 11 credits
Senior:

o 17 credits
Graduate:

o 24 credits



Testing
Fast:

o Need a level 3 to pass

o If you have not passed, you need to:

o Sign up for the ACT, SAT, or CLT 

ASAP!!

o Www.act.org for ACT

o Www.collegeboard.com for SAt

ALG 1 or Geometry EOC:

o Need a level 3 to pass

o If you have not passed, you 

need to take the PSAT!

o Offered every October

o Free for 10th graders

http://Www.act.org
http://Www.collegeboard.com


Other assessments

ASVAB

o Offered April 1st, see Mrs.Bransford in guidance for more information or to sign up

ACT and SAT

o If you qualify for Free/Reduced lunch, talk to your counselor for waivers to pay 

for these tests (2 for each test maximum)



Bright futures scholarship
Free scholarship for Florida institutions only!!
o Applications open on October 1

o Even if you think you’ll be going to school out of Florida, apply anyway!
o Even if you think you wont qualify, apply anyway!
o Even if you think you have enough money to pay for college, apply anyway!

o Once you apply, you are automatically granted the scholarship as long as you meet the 
qualifications
o ACT/SAT/CLT score
o Community service hours (minimum 75 hours)
o GPA

o https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa and 
http://www.floridastudentfinancialaid.org 

https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa
http://www.floridastudentfinancialaid.org


Bright futures scholarship
Florida academic scholars
o 1340 sat/29 ACT (Composite)
o 100 hours
o 3.5 GPA (according to bright futures) 
Florida medallion scholars
o 1210 sat/25 ACT 
o 75 hours
o 3.0 GPA (according to bright futures)
Gold seal vocational
o 30 hours
o 3.5 unweighted GPA in at least 3 vocational credits 

These scholarship 
levels require 2 

years of the same 
foreign language



Community service hours

0 hours required for graduation

o Either 75 or 100 hours to qualify for Bright Futures Scholarship

o For bright futures, you can use community service hours AnD/oR paid work hours

o Hours must be approved a minimum of 10 days prior to your volunteer activity

o See your counselor for approval

o You can find the needed form on Schoology or in the guidance office 



College application process
See counselor for:
o Help with applications
o Recommendations
o Grades
o Turning in community service hours

Talk to your family about:
o Scheduling college visits 
o Finances (community college vs. 

university, in-state vs. out-of-state, etc.)

Talk to your coach and/or coach 

McCool about:

o NCAA Clearinghouse – if you want to 
play sports in college
o www.2point3.org 

Scholarships:
o Guidance Schoology page
o Xello
o https://www.fastweb.com
o https://www.goingmerry.com

College application process

http://www.2point3.org
https://www.fastweb.com


College application process
o Most 4-year colleges use CommonAPp – one website where you can apply to many 

colleges, only having to fill out one application
o Start your college and scholarship search on Xello – you already have a free account, 

login through clever
o When you start applying to colleges, you’ll need to connect your CommonAPp and Xello 

accounts so that your counselor and teachers can complete your recommendations
o You need to give your recommenders at least 2 weeks notice before the letter of 

recommendation is due!
o Give them a short resume about you so they have ideas to write about!

o See your counselor for help with this process



College application process
Types of applications:
o Early decision – binding!
o Early action
o Regular decision
o Rolling admissions 

Test scores

Transcripts/SSAR

Recommendation Letters

Essays



College application process
Financial aid
o FAFSA is required to be filled out every year of college, starting the year you 

apply!
o You must make an account and fill out the application using your 

parents'/guardians' tax information for last year
o This is how you qualify for federal grants and loans

o Bright Futures 
o We apply with you senior year in December/January, no need to do it on 

your own
o Scholarships

o We post on schoology & Xello all the scholarship opportunities we get
o You can also use websites like Fastweb & GoingMerry to find your own



Questions?
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